Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Happy Palm Sunday! With this letter I want to do two things. First, I would like to congratulate you on another successful Bishop’s Annual Appeal Campaign. In the midst of an economic recession, our BAA participation rate was 54%, six points higher than last year’s effort. The average parish participation rate for the Diocese of Raleigh in this year’s campaign was 39%. Our goal was $171,541, and we pledged and/or contributed $178,153. As your pastor, I am grateful for your generosity and participation. St. Patrick’s Parish has always been known to be a leader in these areas and continues to do so.
Secondly, I would like you to know that with a successful BAA effort behind us, we will now turn our attention to continuing our fundraising efforts to build a new Church. In the midst of this economic recession, the campaign train is obviously no longer on the express track. However, it is on the local track and not on a side track. In other words, we are all working in a totally new environment where many people have lost their jobs and/or their houses. We will have to adjust to this new environment, but our goal remains constant: to build a new Church for present and future generations. The only question in my mind is when we will complete God’s work, our new Church.
We will continue to explore with you, new parishioners and those who have not yet participated, some creative ways to finance our new Church. There are some sectors of the Fayetteville area, such as Fort Bragg, that have been somewhat insulated from the recession. Some of our parishioners may be currently in a position to pledge toward the new Church, while others cannot do so at the present time. We cannot assume anything; we will need to work together and learn what each household is capable of contributing.

As in the BAA Campaign, the key to success is participation. I would like every household in our parish to have the opportunity to contribute to this historic church building campaign. In any case, with God’s help and your prayers, we will continue to move forward and do what is possible. 

Finally, please accept my prayers and gratitude for your great generosity in returning to God a portion of your time, your talent and your treasure.

Sincerely in Christ,

Rev. Msgr. Michael P. Shugrue

Pastor

