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      Saint Patrick Catholic Church
April 16, 2010

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Once again I would like to commend you for outstanding success in our fundraising campaign to build a new church.  You have pledged close to $5 million dollars, and your generosity has been extraordinary.  We are so close to the finish line of the campaign that we can see it.

We are at a pivotal time in reaching our goal to provide the funding needed for our new church.  With building materials and labor now at a 15 -20% reduced cost from just a few years ago, we have an opportunity to save as much as $1 million of the initial estimated total cost of $9.5 million to construct the church.  As you know, this window of opportunity will not last very long, so it is imperative for us to act now.  

In the fall we will launch a final campaign to complete our seven year-long effort to construct a new church.  By raising $1.5 – $2.0 million during this final effort we can reach our goal of raising $6.5 million.  Through meeting our goal and with the potential costs savings in building supplies and labor, we will be able to borrow less from the Diocese than originally planned.  Together we can do this if everyone participates and contributes.  
You may be asking, "Why do we need a new church?”-- I would answer in the following manner:
*
Lighting - About a month ago I sat in the pews during the Friday evening Stations of the Cross and found that I could not read the booklet for the Stations.  There was not enough light, and the current electrical system cannot take higher voltage bulbs.
*
Kneelers – These are disintegrating on a weekly basis and require constant repair.
*
Sound System – How often I have heard people tell me after Mass that they were unable to hear!  Or have you noticed how many times adjustments have to be made to the system during Mass to avoid feedback and to assure appropriate volume.
*
Gathering Space – We struggle each Sunday to socialize before and after Mass and at the same time allow quiet for people who wish to pray.

I have a vision of our new church that has developed over the past three years.  Let me add that my vision has been formed in large part by my conversations with you, your needs and your suggestions for a new worship space.  

I ask you to envision this:

A church where the lighting is bright enough at every service so that the words in the hymnal can be clearly seen...a church where the kneelers are not disintegrating.... a church where the sound system
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does not have dead spots but you can hear equally well throughout the church... a church where we are able to worship around the altar, where no one is too far away from the altar, not able to see or hear adequately.  These are some of the elements you have mentioned to me over the years, things that you would like to see changed.     

We are currently taking initial steps in this direction.  Below you will find an update on what is currently happening.  I plan to keep you well informed on future developments regarding this fundraising aspect of our new church building campaign.  If you have any questions, please contact me.  Please pray for God's continued blessing on our efforts.
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Sincerely in the Lord,

 

Rev. Msgr. Michael P. Shugrue

Pastor

